
  

 

Grade: Fourth Grade 

Title: Composer: Franz Liszt 

Week: January 20-31 

Source: Various 

Materials: biography, portrait, listening examples and video 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG3: Listen to music with 
understanding 

State Standard: 
9.2 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 
 

Essential Questions: 
3. How does music impact all of us? 
 

Knowledge: 
1. Musical works and composers from varied historical periods are an important component of musical 
literature 
2. Music often captures and mimics unique historical periods and events 
3. Significant musical works and composers continue to impact music 
 

Skills: 
Historical Context 
1. Recognize musical examples from various 
historical periods 
2. Recognize significant composers and/or 
musicians from various genres and periods 
3. Relate musical works to varying styles, genres 
and periods in which they were created 
4. Relate musical works chronologically to 
historical events 

Procedure: 
1. View a flipchart which includes the following 
information: 
a. What is nationalistic music?.....Music that 
expresses patriotism or a love of one's country; an 
expression of language, customs, or literature 
through music. 
All across Europe in the 19th century, there was a 
wave of nationalism as people fought for political 
independence. Composers started wanting musical 
independence, too. When they started putting folk 
tunes and dance rhythms from their native 
countries into their music, and wrote about local 
legends, history, and landscapes, musical 
nationalism was born. 
b. Read a biography of Franz Liszt. (no middle 
name) Liszt was born on October 22, 1811. While 
Liszt was a composer, conductor, critic and 
teacher, he was best known as a pianist. He was 
the first of the virtuoso performers. When Liszt 
walked onto the stage, he took over the hall, 
amazing the audience with his incredible 



technique and his awesome presence. He was a 
true showman and the man who invented the solo 
recital. Although some were annoyed by his 
personality, Liszt was one of the greatest pianists 
the world has ever known.  
As a composer, Liszt, of course, wrote music 
primarily for the piano. He also transcribed 
popular orchestral works for this instrument. Many 
of his pieces are tremendously difficult and few 
pianists can perform them properly. Later in his 
life, he started writing music for the orchestra and 
composed wonderful melodies.  
Liszt also wrote music criticism and was known as 
a conductor and teacher. He trained many of the 
performers of his time in his tradition.  
Because of his ego and attitude, Liszt was always 
a controversial figure. However, he is recognized 
as one of the dominant music personalities of 19th 
century music. 
He died on July 31, 1886 as a result of pneumonia 
c. Display a portrait 
2. View the historical biography “Liszt’s 
Rhapsody”. The film manages to include many 
precise elements material to Liszt’s life and one of 
his collection of compositions known as the, 
“Hungarian Rhapsodies”. Included in the film is 
information on the time in which Liszt composed 
the work and features performances of some of 
Liszt’s most beloved compositions including, 
"Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 & No. 6", "Mephisto, 
Waltz", and "Libestraum". The film will introduce 
students to nationalistic music, focuses on 
biographical information of the composer, 
illustrates life as a composer in the 1800’s, and 
highlights multiple examples of Liszt’s music. 
Time: 49 minutes (including preview, opening and 
closing credits) 

 

Assessment: 
-passive listening 

 
 
 


